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Representative Tammy Baldwin Meets with Children for Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation’s Promise to Remember Me Campaign

Madison, WI – March 5, 2010 –Representative Tammy Baldwin recently met with three children from her home district who have juvenile (type 1) diabetes, as part of the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation’s sixth national “Promise to Remember Me Campaign.” The children urged their legislator to “promise to remember” them and others affected by the devastating disease when making federal funding decisions regarding medical research. Representative Baldwin visited with Stella Wickman (age 4, Madison), Katya Boehnen (age 12, Middleton) and Aaron Liebe (age 11, Waunakee).
Type 1 diabetes is a chronic autoimmune disease in which a person’s pancreas stops producing insulin.  These children and their families met with their legislator and talked about how the disease impacts their daily lives. 

The children asked the lawmaker to help them in the search for a cure by expanding federal funding for diabetes research, especially in the most promising fields of medical research. 

JDRF’s national “Promise to Remember Me Campaign” puts a face on the disease that affects millions of Americans, and seeks to secure commitments by Members of Congress to support federal policies that will speed a path to a cure.

JDRF is a leader in setting the agenda for diabetes research worldwide, and is the largest charitable funder and advocate of type 1 research. The mission of JDRF is to find a cure for diabetes and its complications through the support of research. Type 1 diabetes is a disease which strikes children and adults suddenly and requires multiple injections of insulin daily or a continuous infusion of insulin through a pump. Insulin, however, is not a cure for diabetes, nor does it prevent its eventual and devastating complications which may include kidney failure, blindness, heart disease, stroke, and amputation. Since its founding in 1970 by parents of children with type 1 diabetes, JDRF has awarded more than $1.4 billion to diabetes research, including more than $100 million in FY2009.

For more information, visit the JDRF web site at www.jdrf.org or call 800-533-CURE.
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